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of the #th Hindustanee Lancerswas deservedly popular
with all the colony, during

the year that his regiment was doing
garrison duty at Hongkong. As a

matter of fact, he uite outshone his
* superior officer in this respect, for

Col. Bevington-Ardsmore, while every
Inch a soldier and a gentleman, had
never been able to shake on that pe
culUtr military stiffness and aloofness
which his family traditions had alwaysassociated with his majesty's
uniform. So, while Mrs. Ardsmore's
afternoons "at home" were alway*
graced by the attendance of the officialcircles and everything was done
in a strictly proper manner.just as

much so as if it had all been laid
down in the "manual of arms" .of the
regiment.her guests didn't hesitate

* to/; whisper among themselves that
they went only because they couldn't
help it, or, as the admiral's flag lieutenantwas overheard to remark.
"'Deuced bore, this, but one has to go
through it once in so often, don't
y'know"' While the occasional gatheringsat the officers' mess (where the
mainr alwavs asked Mrs. Honkinson,
the popular wife of the American consul,to preside) were characterized by
that dellg-htful atmosphere of cordialityand informality which made
every one feel perfectly at home and
at case. Now it was at one of these
that the major, a bachelor to be sure,

but by no means an "old" or "impossible"one. turned to Miss Julia ITndWrwoodfa charming young American
artist whom Mrs. Hopkinson was entertainingat the consulate) and asked:"Well, and how is that painting
of the peak getting on? ft surely
must be finished by this time, is it
not?"
"Not uite yet. major." she answered;'"you see. the weather for the last

few dajs has been very much against
me. 'Just as I get ready to do the
summit and the signal station and all
that, w hy some wretched cloud comes

along and just blots out all the view
1 * " " u i» frvr annthpp
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chance."
"I dare say you've seen those daubs

that.old Ching Wine.the "marine artist"as he calls himself.has for sale
in his 'old shop down by the wharf,
haven't you? Quite a royal gallery in
its-way. that!"
iWhy, yes. I went down there only

a May or two ago. I shouldn't call
, them all "daubs," though; some of them

are really quite tolerable works of
art, especially the junks and the sampansand the full-rigged ships gayly
sailing along under full canvas. He's
a gdnrus in his way."

"Tes. all but the perspective. The
ships and the houses and the mountainsare all flattened up against each
other and half the junks look as if
they were going to sail right up
Queen's road on shore."

"Well, that's the Chinese of it. I
Oppose." replied the young lady artist.with a smile; '"you see they have

wonderful imitative faculties but not
much initiative, as we say in Boston."
The conversation on the relative

merits .of Ching Wing's art was suddenly.cut short b? the approach of'
Consul Hopkinson. w ho, coming in j
. > - >.* . * -.; 11-i_

ling-ton and said: ."You mustn't fail
us for that launch party on Friday,
major; we're counting on you and
Lieut. Chandler, you know."

"Delighted, I'm sure." replied the
genial officer, "and I trust the weather
will be most propitious.with only
the clouds hanging over the peak.
Miss Underwood."
. "But why do you wish any clouds
at all.' major?" she asked in a most
delightful tone of absolute innocence:
"why not wish it all sunshine for the
day?"

"Ob! Yes. certainly." stammered her
companion, "plenty of sunshine everywhereand always, to be sure.except
just a little' cloud hovering over the
signal station, don't you see?"
PBut why there?"
'"'Why., just to keep American artistsfrom painting It at that time,

and give the .minor attraction of the
launch party a chance!"
"Oh! But it's Friday, don't you

know. ' and 'the rule in the Boston
studios is to always leave the oil canvases.todry on. Fridays!"

'"t^hy, what a clever idea! I supposebecause It's bad luck day, isn't
itr*
. "T^-s-r-h-a-p-s," replied Miss Underwoodslowly, "but that remains
tb be seen," as she rose to bid her
-hwfts good-day.

--****

mtXSPECTOR." said Sir Evington
Beecham to Daniel Higgins. the'

office at Government house. "1 have
»- i. « oka!. V. i« nsivola!

v ura iiiiii iu a cna.i Pi mv

officeat government house, "I have
called you up here to consult with me
about a matter that gives me no little.anxiety."
"Always at your service, sir." repliedthe officer, giving a regular

military salute as he approached the
proffered chair..

"Well, let me begin by asking you
If you've noticed anything queer
about the natives for the last week
or so?"
"Nothing outside what's normal, sir.

You know, as Jimmie Brownlow. my
deputy, says, 'what's queer with us is
all right with them; and what's queer
With them is all right with us.' "

ITm not referring now to our natWnaldistinctions or peculiarities."
continued the governor, "but to somethingthat seems to be affecting them
at this particular time. There seems
to be'a certain strangeness of manner.a-suspiciousuneasiness I might
call it, for want of a better term.
that rather indicates that something
IB Brewing in me air, as me sanors

ay. It was first called to my attention-bysome of the missionaries at
the American college, and I think I
have since noticed it among all my
servants and attaches. You haven't
heard of any anti-foreign placards
J>eing posted up or anything of that
kind, have your
. "Tfot a sign of anything, your excellency.but X will make immediate
Inquiries from the native force."
"You have no report of any trouble

with tourists or anything in the surroundingcountry, have you? No sailors'fights along the water front that
might have stirred up the junkmen or

cargo-coolies?"
"Not a report of anything at headquarters.sir."
"Of course, it may be only a matterof their own religious superstitionsand not anything that would involvethe Europeans, but at the same

tine ?s« doesn't use tnese low mut-;
t o rings that seem to indicate an ap- j
proarhing storm."
"May I ask if you have noticed any- .

thing special in their actions, sir. that I
we could take ahold of?" !
"Well. Just to mention one fact j

which came to 1-ady Beecham's notice,
yesterday, when she went out rather:
unexpectedly to visit the servants'
quarters, she found every one of them
had hia trunk packed and his bedding:
rolled up in the matting ready for an
Instant departure"'

"IfchT That's a most remarkable
thins: Tou haven't any reason to
think there's trouble right here in
Government House, have you. sir."
"None whatever. Our servants

never, have seemed more harmonious
since we came to the east. Besides. I
have word from no less than three
different establishments that the same
condition of things exist there: so it'
looks as If it was general."
"Did th*y offer any explanation to!

Lady Beecham. sir?"
"Why, only this: when she asked:;DoWou all wish to leave meT they!

repned: 'No wantchee go just now. JS p*see by'me-by Cloudee Man talkee, |
must walkee chop-chcp.* Now. who
d,o you suppose this mysterious 'Cloud
Man' ir whose marching orders they
seem to be waiting for?"
"Never heard of him before in mv

!lf«. sir. Of course he could be most
anything: a dragon, or a demon, or
some anti-foreign priest, or some villainright here in the colony, sir. But
whoever he is. or whatever it is. we'll
looe no time in looking it up before
they get etlrred up any further."
"And you'll be careful, please, to

keep it all out of the papers for the
preeant."
Sot a word will leak out from ua.

air. you can rely on that." answered
th« Inspector, as he bade the governor.good morning and summoned
hia waiting Jinrickshaw
4d*pector Higgin's of the police had
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lon« trusty counselor and adviser |'e
whose services were invaluable to the ! i
department, but whose name never)
appeared upon the public pay roll. I >
Thai personage was none other than 1
his faithful and devoted better half, i
Mrs. Higgins, and so straight to his jhome he went first, instead of down j r
to the office. "Martha," he said, as he m
entered the door, "is anything wrong r
with the servants?"
"Nothing that 1 know of; but why r

do you ask?" r
"Have any of them threatened to

leave?" s
"Not a word has ever come to me." t
"Well, just let us slip out to their a

rooms at the back of the house and L
see what they're doing." t
Suiting the action to the word, they

both went down the back stairs and o
across the courtyard' and there to a
her utter surprise, though not to his. t
they found every trunk packed and j
every roll or bedding: ready for tne t
flight:" I
Xo less important to the depart- r

ment than Mrs. Biggins was the f
prince of detectives, Wang Foo. so r
the inspector's-next objective was Xo.
5-5-5 in the Red Cloud alley. He was e
fortunate enough to find him at home d
and in a very few moments they were fi
closeted together in the quiet upper v
room which bore the euphonious Chi- "

nese title of "The Glade of Quiet Re- v

flection." Here the officer reported to 1;
his host the entire conversation which
he had had with the governor and v
also the discovery which he had made o
in his own modest home on the hillside, r
"Xow, what Ho you think of it, Mr. s

Wane* Are we going to have any
trouble with the natives?" '

y
The Man of Mystery looked worried.He rose from his chair and f

paced the floor with his hands con- i:
cealed in his sleeves, after the man- t
ner of the thoughtful Celestials. y

"It is possible." he said after a moment."yes.it is poss-i-ble. but it is r
not probable. There must be prompt v
action on our part to And the cause a
fnr all this aritatinn and then v*»rv t

prompt and decided action to head >
it off! In the meantime, it is most ii
important that we remain perfectly I:
quiet. Let us seem to ignore the
whole thing and thus allay suspicion. 9
Good night, sir, I will try to see you c

again within four and twenty hours."
When the inspector's jinrickshaw a

was safely out of sight and sound, he f
summoned old Chang, the gatekeeper, a

"Chek Yao Ching Sing Nao Tien
Wang Miao Lao Fu Tze. Young Shin u
Xao'Hwai Lai!" ("TaKe this importantletter at once to the abhot at c

the Temple of the Queen of Heaven,
and mind you wait for the answer"') r

"Tai Chn Jin Tze Hwai Jin Tso 1<
Liao!" ("The words of the venerable v

master have already been obeyed!") i
was the ever respectful answer as a

old Chang disappeared down the Red u
Cloud alley. a

"So. so," he said to himself, as he g
stretched out on the bamboo couch P
and lighted his little silver pipe, "the n
Cloud Man is at it again, is he? He i
f.ptainlv has had a. (rood lone rest a

this time"' 1
* * * * o

OI-. HOPKIXSOX'S launch party .^ proved a most delightful experienceto those who had the good for- ®

tune to be included in the invitation. ,,
The day was perfect and the sea as 1
smooth as a mirror. Having made a *

very early start, they were able to t
take quite a cruise among the islands v
in the direction of Macao and found s
themselves many miles away from h
the colony when the hour fog- lunch- a
eon arrived. "Now, shall we have it 1
on board or ashore?" asked Mrs. Hop- 1;
kinson. v

"Oh. on shore, by all means," cried a
Miss Underwood, "that is, if we can s
find a quiet spot where there won't
be a rabble of native children around
us." '

"Quite right vou are!" chimed in
M\j. Darlington, who really didn't
care a straw now whether the clouds
settled on the peak or not. as long h
as he could bask in the sunshine of a

o>tia»'« nrpsrnr<> which .opprnArl
to his bachelor soul more rad ant
every moment of the day. "You know, 8

much as I "love these dear little bar- t
harians. 1 can't stand it to eat my
food while they're all looking on."
"The pilot siys that that solitary r

peak rising out of the water over e

there," remarked the consul, pointing .
to an apparent extinct volcano a few j,
miles away, "hasn't a living htfman
being on it. What do .you say to j
that?" t

"Just the thing'" they all cried, as.
the pilot put the helm bard over andi
headed for the distant point.
They arrived before they realized it]t

and soon th« house-hoy and the coolieshad tIte tempting repast spread! t
out upon a delightful little shelving'
rock which made a most natural ta-' f
hie. "And even if it is drying day In j,
Boston, as our dear artist tells us." v
smiled the major, as he approached [
the ladies with a tray of sparkling
ginger ale in his hands, "there is no i
reason in the world why it should be
so here.a little refreshing moisture a
will do us all good, so I propose the t
health of our kind hosts. Col. and Mrs.
Hopkinaon!" a
"Even if it is Friday!" replied the i

lady, who gracefully bowed and ac- t
knowledged the compliment. f
"Why. what's the matter with the t

launch?" suddenly exclaimed Miss Underwood,pointing out to where it t
seemed to bs drifting away from c
them. "1 hope nothing has happened n
\o il and that he's not going away lo
leave js' on thij Ufsolate ~islt!" 'All
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'.vps were instantly turned in the <li
ection she pointed.
"Hv .Invt."* ,!hr. maior. "o

our life, something has happened t
ter. See! Site's tooting her whistl
tow as a signal of d!stress."
"Who's on board of her. boys?" ask

d the consul of the servants, wh
vere just as ext-ited over the occur
ence as their masters.
"B'Iongee< engineer, b'longee fire

nan," replied the boy, "two pieces
nan hab got."

It became evident to all in an in
itant that something had happene*
0 the engine and that the launch wa

ibsolutelv without control and wa

leing carried by the tide back towari
he other islands.
"Thank goodness it isn't driftini

>ut to the ocean!" said the major, ii
1 tone of reassurance to the alread
Jioroughly frightened ladies. "It wil
ust go in to the shore over there, ag'
here they can beach her and get heir
Jut. ladies, i think we shall have t
nake up our minds to the romanti
act that we shall have to spend th
light where we are!"
"What a delightful Robinson Cruso

xperiencc!" exclaimed Lieut. Chan
ler, who. though a perfect mllitar;
gure to look at, didn't seem to havi
ery much brain reserve of his own
I'll be the faithful man Friday, am

fe'U go around and explore the is
and. How awfully jolly!"
"Major." whispered Miss 1,'nder

food, who was trying to make ever:
n«<l u». «*>«» "oaii rl/vn'

'iif turn i ui anu no . j wu

eally think Lieut. Chandler is in
erious condition, do you."
"Serious condition? Why. what di
ou mean?"
"Why. 1 mean he isn't sufTerini
rom what we call 'brain mutiny,
5 he? He has just given utteranci
o two intelligent sentiments withod
'our orders or assistance."
"By Jove! So he has," laughed thi

najor. "and now. Miss Underwood, a
re've all got to make the best of i
.nd cheer each other up, I'm going ti
hink up a bright conundrum fo
ou.wait a -bit. Ah! I have it: Wh;
s Lieut. Chandler's brain like thi
sland of Hongkong?"
"Because it's in the charge of thi

th Hirrdustanees, possibly." smiled thi
lever American girl.
"Thanks for the compliment: ver:

rood. that. Ha! Ha! I mnst keep tha
or the mess. No. that's not it; tr;
gain."

l am arraia I snail nave to Rive i
ip." she said in despair.
"Why. it's because he so often hai

louds on his peak!"
HavinR carefully rationed out thi
emainder of the lunch, so that a
east food and drink for another dat
rould be assured, the party Ravi
hemselves up to explorinR the islam
nd. followine an old patch which let
ip to the summit, found themselvei
t last to the entrance to a littli
rrotto, which they saw at once woulr
irovide an excellent shelter for thi
liRht. There were a few old carvpi
mages standing about, showing tha
t some time devotees had worshiped
here, and over the stone arch weri
arved the words "Yuin Tze Tung,'
ehich the house-boy said at onci
neant "Cave of the ciouds."
Why did he tremble as he read th<

haracters? Why was he so anxiou:
hat they should riot cook their sup
ier 'there but down 'on the lowei
evel? What was it that seemed t(
(feet- him so mysteriously? Why wa:
t that he could only say in answei
o the consul's questions: "R'longei
elly bad joss, velly bad joss"? Wha
tranRe superstition had seized upor
im so suddenly? And why, last o
11, did he seem to be intensely reievedwhen they discovered that th<
dst match was gone and that i
k-ould be impossible for them to ligh

fire? None of the party had th<
lightest idea.

* * *

arEXBRABLE Father," said Wang
* Foo to the abbot, as he cam*

o the Red Cloud alley in answer tc
lis urgent letter, and they sat to
ether in the upper room, "how manj
ears is it since the great earfhquaki
hook our island of "Fragrant Waera"?
"Six times have the sacred cycle*

evolved since then," slowly repeat
d the visitor, as he turned the wel
iorn pages of a volume open befon
lim.
"Three hundred and sixty years

hen. as We speak in these moderi
imes."
"It is even as the master says."
"And what saith the Book of Mys

, mJ ...... ......n »ba<u . IS it au
imes the cycle?"
"Nay! I.«et the master read hlmseli

he ancient words.'tis eight not six!'
"Four hundred and eighty years

our hundred and eighty years!" re
eated Wang Foo to himself. "The?
ve have to wait a hundred and twen
y years."
"Even so. even so, 'tis not in oui

ifetime that we should fear it."
"How comes it then that the feai
nd rumor of this year has reachec
he fars of so many of th*» people?"
"There is but one answer." said th<
bbot slowly, leaning over and point
ng with his long slender linger t<
he characters on the page; "'tis s
orgery and the sacred Hook of Mys
ery has been changed!"
"And who is he that would dare t<

amper with the sacred words?" ask
d the detective as he watched everj
novcment of the abbot's face.
"There Jives hut one who woulc

litre to defy (ufe yuWcrs of heaver
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and earth and hurl this insult at our
goddess."
"And where is he now?"
"Come! Ix>ok! T will show you,"

and rising and going: to the window
he threw back the shutter and with
his long arm pointed across the
waters of the harbor. "Beyond the
shadow of the Hill of the Dragon's
Scales is the Shrine of the HundredhandedMerciful One; there, disguised
as one of our pilgrims, is Huk Shak.
he of the Black Tongue. He hath
a'hundred followers or more, ready
when the signal is given to rob and
plunder east and west alike."
"And the signal is ?"
"You know it well. 'Tis the smoke

that rises heavenward from the Cave
of the Clouds on the Sacred Isle.
They will watch for it and signal
from the peak."
"What makes you sure that he hath

changed the 'eight' to 'six' and made
them all believe the day of doom is

inere :
"Two faithful messengers sent hy

me have seen the sacred volume in

- [ his hands and heard him speak the
words!"

n j They closed the shutter and reoturning lo the table stood facing each
e other for a moment in perfect silence,

They uttered hut two words as they
- took the sticks of burning Incense
o and waved them in the air, "The oath!"

And so Hongkong was saved from
a disaster which_it little suspected.

* * * *
44T THINK," said Wang Foo to Jn

spector Higgins, as he made his
s promised visit to him on the day folsjlowing the interview in the Red Cloud

inai wc ii<tu oeiier go logem^er to Government house and enlightenhis excellency as to the facts in
y the case."

j| "Right you are! And, as time is
i precious, we will order the jinrikit»shaws at once," touching the bell for
c the office boy as he spoke. Theye were fortunate enough to find the

governor disengaged and, after thee ! doors of the private office had been"'securely closed, the inspector began:f 1 "Your excellency, our friend Mr.8 Wang here has some very importantinformation on this native trouble1 and I thought we had better come up" at once and see you together, so thatj we can head it oft before it goes any" further."
l" "I am very glad to welcome you1! both." was his courteous reply, "and1 j I want to say right here that I am

I relieved to find that it is not as wide0J spread as I feared. Just in a quiet
way, I have had one or two of my? I friends look into their servants' quar^I ters and while there are some that" I have packed up their belongings there
are others that do not seem to have! been affected at all."

I "Ah!" exclaimed Wang Foo. "that
J is as 1 suspected: it is confined enitirely to one of the large *:anps' ori guilds, and they are very secretiveI among themselves and conceal their[! plans from even their most intimatej friends."
I "Well, let us have the whole story.""i "It is just this: The 'Ohing ChengTans' (or 'Pure Truth Guild') is a
semi-religious organization which' counts among its members a large£ number of the servants employed inthe colony. They are all capable men,

. but while bright and intelligent inother matters, they are really slaves
to the grossest superstitions and arei completely under the sway of a body,'J)t priests in a temple across the bay.

, ! Just at present a rascal, by the name
, of 'Huk Shak' or 'Black Tongue' .j who is really a renegade priest from
, one of the most respectable templesJ I on our own island.has hypnotized

I them all by representing himself as a" I pilgrim from Thibet, and has promisjed them untold riches if they will folllow the revelation of the 'Book of
. Mystery' under his guidance."j! "And what, pray, may this ancient; "Book of Mystery' be?" inquired the'

governor, deeping Interested in the; recital.
aj "it is an old and very sacred vol'

ume. sir. which pretends to go Into.1 the secrets of astrology and to reveal5!,v,. -» 1
int j ci.ci ui neaven anu earth.It contain^ an account of the earth"quake which destroyed Hongkong overthree hundred years ago "

' "Ah! I have heard faint rumors of* that.« -"

[ "And then goes on to predict a rc"
currence of the same, when eightcycles of sixty years shall have rolledJ away, which makes it a hundred and
twenty years from the present date.""But surely no human being can

: predict an earthquake "

r "That is just the point, sir. Tou[ and I know that, but these poor, igno5rant souls will believe anything andeverything tlie Book may tell them.Sow this rascal has skillfully erased
r the number 'eight' before the char*actor for 'cycles' and submitted the! number 'six.' bringing it. you see, ex)ectly at the present time. The informationand warning has been secretlyconveyed to every member of' the tang and they have been told to
5 be ready to flee at a moment's notice.
. which explains at once the packingj of the trunks and the rolling-up ofI the bedding."
5 1 "And what is the silrnat nt

--o". W* Hie tUIU-lng quake to be?"
. "Smoke issuing from the cave ofthe clouds on the Sacred Island, your» excellency, for there was evidently avolcanic eruption there on the day beforethe great earthquake occurred."i "Ah! I see, some confederates are

to go there and start a Are, the smokeof which will he visible from our
- peak, and that is to indicate to the,: faithful that the earthquake will fol-llow on the morrow "

f "Kxactly so." I
"And that same night they will allflee to parts unknown "

"YeSi and the«gangs of thieves and
> I looters stationed at convenient pointswill then swoop down and help them|selves to what is left!"
r j "Well. well, gentlemen." said theI governor when Wang Foo had con-!r I eluded the expose, "this is Indeed a1 I revelation. And now let» *5 aon
what is our plan of action?"

5 "The first thing. your excellency,"
- spoke up the inspector."and I may
> siv that Mr. Wang and the departiment are working perfectly together
- on the case.the first thing that we

have agreed upon in that a guard of
> soldiers must be sent to the Sacred

Island to prevent the possibility of
r any one landing there and lighting a

fire in the Cave of the Clouds."
1 -Quito so Shall they be foreigners
i or natives?" '

"Well, of course, our own me
would be much more effective, bu
as it lies outside the internationa
boundary. I am afraid we shall hav
to rely upon the viceroy to send dow
a junk load of 'braves* "

"I will personally carry his excel
lency's request to Canton.*' interrupt
ed Wang Foo, "and see that th
proper men are sent. They will fl
the red flag of terror with the word
'Death to any one who lands'."

j "And next ?"
"Next we will have the viceroy*

best detectives put on the scent o
'Black Tongue* with orders to tak

J him. dead or alive, to the yame
and then our own force here can scou
the colony for the members of hi
gang."

"Splendid! Splendidexclaimed th
governor; "I wish you every succes
and you may rely on my co-operatlo
and support in every way."

j
^
When the midnight steamer fo

j Canton left her wharf that nigh
j Wang Foo had engaged the last re
maining stateroom and so effectiv
was his call upon the viceroy the fol
lowing morning that the war-jun

i with its car^o of yellow-jacketed spe

| rial troops actually started down th
river in less than forty-eight hours.
lightning rapidity for ancient China

{ We should like to say that the ras
cally "Black Tongue" was surround
ed and captured with comparativ
ease, but, alas, ho slipped throug
the net that was set for him and van

ished into parts unknown.probabl
carrying the "Hook of Mystery" wit
him to predict another earthquake h
a more favorable locality,

.
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Bailie Warden, in Hi!
Book, Spoke of th<
Cotton, Corn anc

Birds and the Island
When Athletic Clul
Leased the Land
Observations
From Bulletin o

tbe Biological Societyof Washington.
COTTON was one of the crop

grown on Analostan Islam
ami it was an unusual varir
ty. It was of nankeen colo

"Nankeen" is one English renderin
and "nanking." another for a Chines
word meaning "southern capital,"
city in China once the residence c

the emperor and court. The cotto

[cloth called "nankeen" was first mar

1 -*thoi-<, and came bv its nam

j that way. And you know that "nar

keen" is yellow. An encyclopedi
says that "the peculiar color of thi

fabric is natural to the cotton c

which it is made" and that "nankee
is now imitated in most other cour

tries where cotton goods are woven

When cotton was grown on Analoi
tan Island that island was the prince

i ly home of Gen. John Mason. Turr
ing to an old account, written at leaf
four years more than a century agi
one finds that Gen. Mason cultivate
for the use of his family a species c

cotton of the color of nankeen "whic
is spun and woven with facility an

wears well without losing its nature
hue." Great pains were taken "t

prevent its intercourse with otht
species of cotton, and yet its color
not uniform, for some pods have
shade of yellow, while othehs ai

whitish and must be separated froi
those of the natural nankeen color
That olden chronicler continues ths
"if some shades remain it is no dii
advantage, as the color becomes un:

form by the operation of carding."
* * *

Gen. Mason, not knowing how* h
obtained this species of cotton, cor

Kot thn Eopf]q liarl hpp
jn;iui cu iu«t v..^ .

brought from China or India. A littl
further along in the old book the au

thor, Baitlie Warden, clears up th

mystery of the cotton. He says: "O

my voyage to France on board th

frigate Constitution I was one da

perusing a small volume entitled "A
Epitome of the History of Malta an

Goxo,' by Charles Wilkinson, lent t
me by the purser. Mr. Garrettson, i
which it is stated that three kinds o

cotton are there cultivated and tha
I one imported from the Antilles is e

| a cinnamon color. Mr. Morris, Art

(lieutenant of the frigate, with whot
I happened to converse on this sub

iject. informed me that he had carrie
some seeds of this species to Get
Mason, from his brother-in-law, the

jal Naples, and, not finding the forme
at home when he called to delive

j this present, he left the seed, withou
I any indication concerning its origit

anil of Gen. Mason's island an
the neighboring tracts of land is goo

i for cotton, but the summer is not Ion

j enough to bring the plant to matut
ity, and it is liable to be injured b
frost before it is ripe."
Mr. Warden tells also that on Ana

j lostan Island Gen. Mason cultivated
j species of maize, the leaves of whict
; of a deep purple color, are employe
as a dye. For this purpose they ar

gathered before the grain ripem
when they contain the greates
amount of sap. With mordants o

alum and copperas wool is dyed differ
ent shades of purple. "I had th
honor," wrote Mr. Warden, "of pre
senting some of the seeds to the Em
press Josephine, who sowed then
with her own hands in the garden
of Malmaison, where they gave a lux
uriant produce."
Here is an interesting, even thougl

slender, connection between Analos
i ton Island and that empress of th
French, born in the Island of Marti
nique in 1763, daughter of Josepl
Tascher de la Pagerie. lieutenant o

artillery, wife of Vicomte Beauhar
nais, who was a victim of the revolu
tion. married in 1796 to Napoleon
crowned at Notre Dame December 1

j 1804, divorced by Napoleon "for rea
sons of state" in 1809, and went inti
D«-i..»i«n ot 1 .o Mulmiiiunn noar Paris
OC11UOIUII CM. V .-.

where she died May 24, 1814. Jose
phine enriched the gardens of La
Malmaison with plants that wer
beautiful, with plants that were ran
and with plants that were both beau
tiful and rare. And among thosi
plants was corn that had grown 01
Analostan Island!
Mr. Warden said that the view fron

the Mason mansion yus delightful
"It embraces the picturesque banki
of the Potomac, a portion of the city
and an expanse of water of which th<
tlreat bridge over the Potomac termi
nates the view. Numerous vessel:
ply backward and forward to aniinati
ihe scene. Directing an eye over t

corner of the garden, we perceive thi
sails only, as if by enchantment, glid
ing through the trees. A few fee
below the summer house the rock:
afTord seats, where those fond of flsh
in or mav indulge in this amusement
From the portico on the other side o

the house, Georgetown. Kaloraroa. th<
beautiful seat of Joel Barlow, esq.
and the adjacent finely wooded hilli
appear through a vista. To the lefi
there is a prospect of the fields ant
woods on the opposite banks of th<
Potomac. Every part of the islanc
is romantic. Hawthorn and cedai
hedges and an improved cultivatior
indicate taste and agricultural know],
edge. By means of an hydraulic machinewater may be easily raised frorr
the river and conducted by pipes tc
every part of the surface.
"This island has a great variety ol

treei and shrubs owing to the seed!

n U'HEN the engineer of the consul's

J launch found that something had
e gone wrong with the machinery he
n very sensibly concluded to keep up

his steam in the boiler, so that even

it they couldn't repair the damage
e and start the propeller up again, he
^ would have pressure enough id blow
8 her shrill little whistle and thus atjtract the attention of the boatmen

on the other islands. t<% which they
s were rapidly drifting. Finding it imfpossible to repair the engine without
e! returning to the colony, he hired a
it junk and. sailing due north, signaled
r the afternoon steamer on her way
s back from Macao, and was fortunate

enough to be taken on board. Tie
e went straight to the consulate and.
s j giving the alarm, soon had two pownerful tugs tiring up to go to the res-

| cue of the stranded party and to tow

ir hack tin disabled launch to Hong,tI on?. The little group of officers and
-{friends who went on hoard included
e Inspector Higgins .and. at his urgent

request, the one man who was more

k interested in the Sacred Island than
> -"-v one ««lse and that was. of course,
e Wang Foo.

"We little dreamed of making this
il trip ourselves the last time we were

i-j at Government House, did we. Mr.
. Wang?" began the chief as the little
e 'Circle of rescuers settled do\yn in the
h wicker-work chairs to make tiiem.{selvescomfortable for the trip. "Hut,
y as Deputy Brownlow says. 'A police-'
h: man never knows in the morning
n where he may he at night, and he

never knows at night where he may
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18 brought by the stream from the
>f j mountainous regions.different spen| cies of oak, walnut, mulberry, poplar,
j. locust, ash, willow, the pawpaw, the

spindle tree and the burning bush. At
j. j the summer house there is a white

I walnut of about a foot in diameter
perforated by a grape vine three

ut inches in circumference, which has

r)t I been squeezed to death by the growth
d j of the tree. Near the causeway there

is a species of eglantine thirty feet
h

' in length and three inches in didameter which is supported by a neighboringfriendly tree. The poison oak
o or poison vine grows here and en.rtwines itself among the trees, but

js | is easily distinguished by the mossy

a appearance of its stem. ]ts touch
e creates an irruption over the body
-n which is usually accompanied by

fever, and this disease is said to re[tnew itself yearly about the time of
the first attack. The poison ash or

j_ fringe tree grows at the extremity
of the island near the causeway. A
foreign plant of this species was sent

to Gen. Mason as a curiosity, and it
(e was recognized by a farmer, unacquaintedwith botany, to be the same

as that which inhabits the American
n woods. The Virginia jessamine grows
e in all parts of the island, entwining
[. itself among the trees and bushes.

"It flowers in June, and the flowers
e during sunshine are infested with red
n ants. Several species of asclepias
e (milkweeds) grow here, including

that with purple flowers. One which
y blows in July contains in its seed
n I capsules a kind of suit wmcn. niura

d ! with cotton, forms a very durable
o Thread. The asclepia- with orange
n flowers is here called 'pleurisy root.'
'f a name derived from this malady for
it which it is supposed to he a sov>foreign remedy. A decoction of the
it root is a powerful sudorific, which is
n employed by the blacks as a cure for

all diseases. The crimson flowers
d of the American redhud, or Judas
i- tree, appear early in the spring and
h have a fine effect. The sassafras
r tree thrives well here. Its leaves
r are the first which change their
it color in the autumn. Mrs. Mason
i. informs mo that an infusion of them
d affords a beverage of a pleasant arodmatic taste, which may be employed
B as a substitute for tea."

- * * * *

The Biological Society of Wash-Ington. in a bulletin on the natural

j1 history of the District of Columbia,

d' published in 1918, reprinted certain

e observations on Analostan Island
h made by Baillie Warden, and the

f Kambler passes on to you some of

- 1 those observations, believing that

e|they must interest you:
I Analostan Island is the resort of various
reptiles. We round the nest of the terrapin,

® or concentr e tortoise, or fresh-water turtle, in
S the garden at a distance of about thirty feel

from the water, containing nineteen eggs
laid close to each other and .the interhstices tilled with earth. Tlie greater circumferenceof the egg was four inches and the
lesser three inches. The nest or hole was of
on oval form and four inches in depth. The
eggs of this species are deposited from the

h first of June to the middle of July. I saw anfother nest, from which the" turtle was taken
at the moment when she had placed herself
in an almost erect position to deposit her eggs.

! which she always performs during the day,
and. it is said, never returns to the spot. The

'

young ones are hatched by the heat of the sun

and arc supposed to remain in the nest till
3 spring. Several persons whom I consulted on
' this subject assured me that they have turned
- them up with the plow at this season. The
1 turtle when shaken before site lays her eggs)
e makes a hollow noise, as if she contained
e water. One in this state weighed six pounds.
. which, it appears, is the common size. The

e specjes known by tlie name of the terrapin is
very sliy, and ceases to walk as soon as it sees

1 a person approach near it. When endeavoring
to escape it runs nearly as fast as a duck.

1 The blacks make soup and eat the eggs of
.

'

this species, of which they are. very fond.
5 The snapping turtle is also seen in the watersof this river, some of which weigh forty
a or fifty pounds and lay forty or fifty eggs, j
_

<»en. Mason some years ago caught one of a

huge size, which lie threw into his canoe, and it
5 attacked him so furiously therein that he was]
2 j obliged to leap into the water. The reptile follj lowed and tlitis made its escape. Its bite is se-

3 vere and dangerous. i wo speeds 01 iresn-water
. } tortoise inhabit tlK» island, namely, the painted
t tortoise and the streaked tortoise.
g The inuskrat abounds in the swamp adjoin

ing the Potoniae bridge, and is killed by the
" blaks in a curious manner. A square l>oard.

(tearing a considerable* weight of mud or
f stones, is placed in an inclined position, and
i is supported by three sticks in a peculiar
, manner. Parsnips are put underneath, of which
3 i the rats are very fond: while devouring them
t they necessarily move one of these sticks, by

which the board suddenly falls and crushes
tliem to death. The skin sells at 2."» cents.

J The deer, wild turkey, canvas-back duck and
' the wild goose, which inhabited this place

about fifty years ago, have nil disappeared.
This species of duck, so delicious to the taste,
was then sold for sixpence.
Mr. Warden made numerous notes

on the birds of Analostan Island. He
tells that the humming: bird which
frequents the place, when caught,'
feins -death like the opossum aaid by

be in the morning"H The great de!tectlve smiled and said. "We have
that same sentiment in one of the an!eient poems of China:

"The nmrninc's dawn knew# not the evening's
shade.

The hidden secret# o£ the midnight glade."
Ikirring the absence of rugs and

coverlets for the night, and of matches
to kirnlle a fire and boil the morning's
coffee, our stranded party had not sufferedany serious discomfort.indeed,
they were in a remarkably cheerful
and happy mood when the tugboat
finally reached them, and vied with
each other in trying to see only the
romantic side of it all. Kven Lieut.
Chandler mustered up mental courage
to remark. "As Crusoe's old man Kri-
day. 1 really dread this thought of
going hack to civilization, don't
y'know!"
While the hoys were making ready

for the departure, , Wang Koo took
the opportunity to climb up the little
stone path to the cave and make carefulobservations as to whether fu«l
»f any kind had been laid there, for
a fire. T«» his great relief he found
nothing whatever, and feeling sure
of the near arrival of the war-junk
ind the soldiers, he knew that the
smoke signal would not !> given.
"The next tirn*- we play Robinson

Crusoe," said Mrs. Hopkinson, as they
w. re steaming rapidly back toward
the colony, "we must remember to
bring plenty of matches along, for a

little tir*- is an absolute necessity in
spite of the house-boy's superstition
that it is "very bad joss."
"And yet. ladies and gentlemen,"
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this means escapes from the hand.
"We saw." he writes, "one thus es'cape from the pretty hand of Mrs.
B. e." He found a partridge nest
with nineteen eggs in the garden
of the house.
The Columbia Athletic Club took

over Analostan Island in July. 1SS9.
| the lessor being Reginald Kendall.
trustee: under a deed of trust from
Powell M. Bradley, jreaencK w.

Bradley and Maria G. Bradley. The
(late of that trust was January 9. 1889.
The lease to the Athletic Club was for
one year, with the privilege of renewalfor two years. The monthly

j rental was $83.33. The lease on the
part of the club was signed by James
F. Hood, vice president, and Howard
Perry, secretary.
By the Rambler are several docujments relating to the Columbia Ath

letic Club. One is a "Plan for Reoriganizationof the Columbia Athletic

j Club. Adopted March 16. 1887. w hich
recites "that on and after April 6,

I1SS7. at 8:30 p.m.. this club shall be
known as the Columbia Athletic Club
of the District of Columbia. That the

{.Columbia Athletic Club shall be comjposed of active, life, honorary and
I non-resident members; that the propjerty of the Columbia Boat Club be

transferred to the Columbia Athletic
Club, which shall assume all the obligationsof the Columbia Boat Club
from the date of transfer." The ath!letic club was then at work with

plans for the clubhouse, which was

j built on G street, and which is now

j owned by the Young Men's Christian
Association and used as the boys' department.

In the plan for reorganization is
this: "The second mortgage bonds of
the Columbia Athletic Club, not to

exceed $15,000 are to be redeemable
on or before April 1. 1897. That all
persons admitted to the Columbia

j Athletic Club after April 6. 1887. shall
! be required to sign the constitution
| of that club, to purchase one secona

mortgage bond of the value of $25.
j and to pay one month's dues in adjvance. That from April. 1887. to the
first of the month in which the ath'letic clubhouse is turned over to the
club, the dues of an active member

. shall be two dollars a month and
j after the latter date $2.50 per month
and they shall be paid monthly in

j advance."
* * * *

Another document under the Rambler'seye at this writing is the cer-

tificate of the reincorporation of the

Columbia Roat Club of the District
of Columbia under the corporate
name of the Columbia Athletic Club
of the District of Columbia, the date
of that reincorporation being April
11. 1887. It is set forth that "We.
Charles H. Bradbury, Howard Perry.
John C. Pedrick. H. Raynton Zevely.
William D. Rudy. Alexander Grant j
and Norman Bestor. trustees of said
'the Columbia Boat Club.' pursuant to

j said resolution, and by virtue of acts
of Congress in such cases made and
provided, we being citizens of the
United States, and a majority of us
citizens of the District of Columbia.
being desirous to change the name of
said body corporate 'the Columbia j
Boat Club of the District of Colum- I
bia' to that of 'the Columbia Athletic i
Club of the District of Columbia' and J
to form ourselves and those who may
become associated with us, as a body \
corporate under the last mentioned
name of 'the Columbia Athletic Club
of the District of Columbia.* and to
amend the certificate of incorporation
heretofore filed and recorded on Oc-
tober 20, 1886. do hereby certify as
follows." etc. Farther along in the
certificate of reincorporation is this:
"The number of directors of this club
for the first year, under this, its
amended charter is fifteen, and the
directors are: Charles H. Bradbury.
Dorsey Brown. Howard Perry, H.
Baynton Zevely. .1. Carter Marburv.
Kdward .T. Stellwagen. Walter S. Harhan.William 1>. Kudy. Charles G.
Sloan. Samuel W. Stinemetz. William
A. Beetch. George B. Scarborough.
William T. Harban. Robert S. Chilton
and James P. Hood, who shall hold
oftii-e until their successors are elected."It is announced that "The objectfor which this club is organized
is for mutual improvement, for tHe
promotion of the art of amateur rowing,for the encouragement of manly
sports and for the promotion of physical
culture."
Another bit of matter bearing on

the history of the club is the followingclipping from a Washington
newspaper of January 9. 1890:
,The grow ill of tlie Columbia Athletic Club

durioc the last .rear has beeu ubcnDtm^al. -The

answered Wang: Koo. as he rose t#
address the company at the inspec*
tor's request, "with all due reaped
to Mrs. Hopkinson's sentiment. 1 as*
sure you that the absence of matehft
and the superstition of Ah Sam wer»
the two most fortunate things tha*
could have possibly happened.fof
they saved the colony from a scriet
of most daring robberies'"

"Explain' Explain!" arose in choI..11 O.^a.t

he told the whole story from beginning:to end. and showed them how
they had been, all unconsciously,
playing their parts in a melodrama
that would have delighted the gallery
gods.
"By the way. Miss Underwood ."

alowiv remarked the lieutenant, as
they leaned over the stern to watch
the propeller churn up the dark blue
waters. "1 have a most important
question to ask you: Would you seriouslyconsider a proposal of marriag<
She turned and looked up into h s

face. "My best answer to that will
be an equally important question
which 1 want to ask you

"

"Ah* And what is that?"
"I.ieut. Chandler, have you ever felt

an earthquake. r*allv f. It one thai
made you 'tingle all over' as you Englishmensay?"

"No. never in my life "

"Well, you re going to feel one
I now -Listen and take a tight hold of
that brass rail
H braced himself for the coming

shock
"I am engaged to Maj. I>arlington!"

was all she said.
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I active memltership in now 529 and the no-i
resident menibcrsli'p 122. The attendance >*

the annual meeting lieid at the Normandie lanightwas unusually large, there being fui
I 150 member* present. Vice President Jatu
F. Ilood presided and Howard Perry was

retary. The report of the hoard of govern- i

showed that the purchase of the G street prjerty was complete*! in February last, and up
this ground has been erected the new c!
house, having a frontage of 60 feet on G «tr
and extending southward the entire depth «

the lot. The building is now under roof a
rapidly approaching completion. It it belic\

» that the house can l»e furnished for $50,000.
The purchase money for the ground is due

or before March 1. 1900: the loan of $25,1*
from Mr. McLean, to b»* used in finishing (!
house, is also due March 1. 1900, and both a
secured by first mortgage bonds of the clul>
aggregating $70,009 secured on its real estab
The second mortgage bonds, redeemable at »h
pleasure of the club on three-months' notice,
have many c.f them been taken and acceptedfor admission foe*. .A* soon as the clubhouse

"is finished and equipped it is proposed to pro
| vide a s ilking fund for the payment of tlijprincipal and in'crest of tlie several issues of
binds at or before m nurity. The club haaisopurchased freni Mr. Mclean four othe*
and smaller lots of ground in square 169 front
ing on lfitli street. It is the intention to offer

\ for tale such of these lo s a* mar not be r»iquired by the club. The «n!e of the lot on
Oh'o avenue to the Kmergeney Hospitalrealized $9 292.50. a profit ,.f $2,000 upon the
original investment. Thi* amount was appliedto the redemption of the old second
mortgage binds, which were intended to Insecuredon that lot of ground.

* * * *
The article is a Ion?? one and deals

with the "securities'* issued by the
j club. Debt was the undoing: of the
j organization. It is the story of manyi Washington clubs. Out of that old ar;tide, the Rambler takes this as bear|ing on Analostan Island:
f In regard to Analostan Island, negotiations
are now in progress to engage for next season
a competent and experienced trackmaater.
skilled in ihe construction, repair and improve

I me it of the tracks, fields and courts. who can

I take charge of the island and maintain the
grounds in good order,
The boat house, at the foot of HUd street. is

t in fair repair, thirty-five new lookers have
l»een built for the accommodation of members

'and the demand for next season is likely to bej greater than the supply. The new I tout* purjchased by the club during the year were one
four-oared gig and two pleasure boats. The
great flood, which washed away the Analostan
hoathnuse. did little damage to the Columbia

j boat house, as the tioats were all removed toj places of safety prior to tlw great rise of
i water.

i in*- mrtriiiiK "I iii noit'i .-Normaii die officers were elected, and the
list is before the Rambler. It follows:

President, James F. Hood : vice president.H. B. Zevely ; secretary, Howard
Perry: treasurer. Fred Thompson: captain.S. W. Stinemetz: lieutenants. R
W. Ryan and W. A. Smith; board of
governors. James F. Hood, H. B. Zevely.
Howard Perry. Fred Thompson. Mills
Dean. S. W. Stinemetz. S. F. Emmons.
J. West Wagner. F. F. Fletcher. J. C.
Marbury, W. B. Hibbs. Alexander Grant.
John H. Haswell. J. A. Goldsborough.
Theodore J. Pickett .and Dorsey Brown
athletic committee. S. W. Stinemetz.
Howard Perry. R. W. Hyan. W. A.
Smith. L. E. Harban. E. A. Bowers. A.
J>. Kerr. R. M. Earner. Grant Burroughs.
F. F. Fletcher. Ralph W. Lee. J. West
Wagner; advisory committees to the
athletic committee: Boating. R. \V.
Ryan. W. A. Smith. J. S. Ziegler. H. M.
Woodward ; track and he'd. L. L. Harban,S. J. King, F. V. Coville; tennis.
E. A. Bowers, W. B. Hoggatt. Hugh
Nelson: Gymnasium, A. P. Kerr, F. F.
Fletcher. Edward A. Moseley ; base ball.
R. M. Earner, S. C. Simms. E S. Wells,
jr. ; foot ball. Grant Burroughs. Ralph
W. Eee, W. H. Welsh, jr.; rifle and trap
shooting, F. F. Fletcher. J. A. Goldsborough.A. A. Snyder: lacrosse, Ralph
W. Eee, Charles H. Boynton. H. M.
Payne; bicycling. J. West Wagner.
Howell Stewart. K. B. j-'orne.v, delegates
to Amateur Athletic Union. Howard
Perry. W. B. Hibbs, C. E. Coon; delegateto National Association of Amateur
Oarsmen, W. Howard Gibson; delegate
to Southern 1-awn Tennis Association,"
E. A. Bowers.

The Remedies.
at iOST of the remedies for the soeialunrest." said a naval officerat a dinner in Washington."and
the social unrest is a very deep and
menacing thing.most of the remediesfor it remind me forcibly of
Little Johnny Jones.
"Johnny Jones, you know, was

studying botany, and he declared that
he had an infallible way to tell the
difference between mushrooms and
toadstools. *

" "When you git vi'lent spasms.'
said little Johnny, 'with cramp?,
swellin' of the feet and partial loaa
of vision etidin* in insanity and death
. then it ain't mushrooms. t


